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Abstract

In today's Iran villagers' participation is regarded as one of the most important topics in the development and transformation of certain rural regions. Explaining the necessities, policies and practical methods of villagers' participation in watershed management is regarded as a helpful and important solution for Iran's governmental organizations, such as the Ministry of Jahade Sazandegi. The purpose of this research is to evaluate people's participation in watershed management.

This study wanted to define people's participation in the programs related to water resources management. The conclusion reached was that watershed management combined with governmental support and peoples' participation is necessary to ensure sustainable

development and environmental protection. It is also very important to encourage rural inhabitants to participate in watershed management programs and to establish watershed cooperative associations. 

Villages in Iran

Throughout history environments have been strongly influenced by peoples` social behavior.

In Iran considerable research has been carried out on watershed management but very little on the role of people.

Today, villagers' participation is regarded as one of the most important topics in the development and transformation of certain rural regions. Explaining the necessities, policies and practical methods of villagers' participation in watershed management is regarded as a helpful and important solution for Iran's governmental organizations, such as the Ministry of Jahade Sazandegi. The purpose of this research is to evaluate people's participation in watershed management. 

Among the goals of this research are:

--Determining the methods of making people participate in planning, decision

making and carrying out the rural development.

--Achieving a suitable system to encourage peoples' participation.

--Improving knowledge, information, and the culture of cooperation in 

solving the village's watershed problems.

The case study:

Fars province is located in the south of Iran. It covers 120,612 square kilometers and its population is 3,817.036, of which 41 % live in rural areas. The average altitude is from 20 to 1,500 meters above sea level and there are great climatic variations. Fars Province is one of the regions with loss of soil and water. The biological environment is worsening gradually and the land's productivity is decreasing. Based on these factors, the provincial government has been paying attention to the watershed management to control soil and water loss. The government's main target is cooperation with the rural inhabitants.

Many of the traditional projects have been working successfully on a collective base for several years. 

These projects include: Irrigation channels, Qanats (Subterranean canals), flood irrigation, flood spreading farming systems and Ab-Anbars (water tanks).

With the help of a questionnaire, the villagers were asked about their role in watershed management. The questionnaire of this study consisted of 18 questions. 25 questionnaires were send to the Jahade Sazangegi's offices. 80% of questionnaire were answered .The

survey was carried out by mail between February 10, 1999 and March 10, 1999. The

statistical analysis of the questionnaire is done using EXCEL.

The following questions were asked:

What are peoples' support and active participation in watershed management?

What are the practical methods in this regard?

What kind of organizations can be suggested to increase people's participation?

What is the government's role?

How to make sure that survival in the countryside is in accordance with nature and helps to protect the watersheds?

This study wanted to define people's participation in the programs related to water resources management. The conclusion reached was that watershed management combined with governmental support and peoples' participation is necessary to ensure sustainable

development and environmental protection.

It is also very important to encourage rural inhabitants to participate in watershed management programs and to establish watershed cooperative associations. Lack of educational opportunities and access to technology are a problem for rural people.
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